Physics of Evolution
Seminar

What we are looking for
in a talk

Professor Dieter Braun



General information

Goals of this seminar

Gain access to a new topic

Get accustomed to working with English Primary literature
Consolidate the lecture topics

Learn how to give a talk

Time frame of the talk

25-35 minutes speaking +
15 minutes topic related discussion +
- 5-minutesdidactic-diseussionand-feedback ?




Structure of the talk

Introduction (3-5 min)

- Motivation and Introduction

- Maybe: outline

Main part (30-35 min)

- Take the background and state of knowledge of the
audience into account

* What is the audience expecting

* Summary (3 min)
- Sum up the central concepts
- ,take home message”




Sources for literature?

- Search engines
e.g. www.google.de, http://scholar.google.de/
- Wikipedia
- Scientific databases, wie e.qg.
PubMed public) http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez
IS1 Webfrom inside the mwN) — ttp://isi6.isiknowledge.com/portal.cgi
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
Bibliotheken LMU, TUM, MPI far Biochemie

(translations English <> Deutsch: www.leo.org)



http://www.google.de/
http://www.leo.org/

Slide design

Not too much content per slide
- No superfluous information
* ca. 2 min per slide

A picture is worth a thousand words

use a uniform, big font

- Text at 32 ptis better than wxat s
 Label diagrams thoroughly







Giving the talk

- Give a trial talk
- Practice the introduction
- Come up with transitions between slides

- Address the audience
- Talk to the audience (not your notes)
- Use the laser pointer
- Keep eye contact with the audience

 Your are the only one to notice small mistakes,
nervousness is not bad




Frequent mistakes

- The speech is halting a lot (long pauses)
- The talk is too long
- No central theme is followed

* The audience is not the wall
(treat reactions as welcome)

- No apologies in a talk
e.g. "l do not have the time to talk..."




- Practice the talk at least once

ne talk is a dialog, not a monolog
Now your enthusiasm !
ne central point has to be clear




Assessing the talk

Criteria:

- Structure

- Understandability

- Logical structure (important. Conclusion!)
- Scientific quotes

- Optical appeal

- Tension (sway the audience)




| need 3 days to prepare a good,

spontaneous 3 minute speech.

Mark Twain
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